Cleansing the Temple

Mark 11:15-19 - On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were

buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling
doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught
them, he said, "Is it not written: "'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have

n

made it 'a den of robbers.'" 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a
way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 19 When evening

came, they went out of the city. niv

What was the underlining force behind Jesus’ action?

Passion for God’s Honor?

Num 25:6-13 - Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman right before the eyes of Moses
and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 7 When
Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand 8
and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear through both of them--through the Israelite and
into the woman's body. Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped; 9 but those who died in the plague
numbered 24,000. 10 The LORD said to Moses, 11 "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has
turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as | am for my honor among them, so that in
my zeal | did not put an end to them. 12 Therefore tell him | am making my covenant of peace with him. 13 He
and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was zealous for the honor of his
God and made atonement for the Israelites." nv

An Exercise of Prophetic Authority?

Jer 7:1-8 - This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Stand at the gate of the LORD's house and
there proclaim this message: "'Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these
gates to worship the LORD. 3 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and
your actions, and | will let you live in this place. 4 Do not trust in deceptive words and say, "This is the temple of
the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD!" 5 If you really change your ways and your actions
and deal with each other justly, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, 7 then | will let you live in
this place, in the land | gave your forefathers forever and ever. niv

Fulfilling an Obligation?
Zech 14:21 - In fact, every container in Jerusalem and Judah shall be sacred to the Lord Almighty; all who come

to worship may use any of them free of charge to boil their sacrifices in; there will be no more grasping traders
in the Temple of the Lord Almighty! 18



«* Jesus’ Actions Came From the Misrepresentation of God’s Heart Towards All People.

Isa 56:7 - these | will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings
and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." niv

1. Jesus Reinforces The Mission Of Salvation Towards All Nations.

Acts 22:17-21 - "When | returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, | fell into a trance 18 and saw
the Lord speaking. 'Quick!" he said to me. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your
testimony about me.' 19 "'Lord," | replied, 'these men know that | went from one synagogue to another to
imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, | stood
there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' 21 "Then the Lord said to
me, 'Go; | will send you far away to the Gentiles."" niv

2. The Temple as a “House of Prayer.”



