
No Such Thing as Unity without Diversity 
 
1 Cor 12:12-14 - The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Now the 
body is not made up of one part but of many.  
 
Our need is for the Spirit to do what “programmed unity” cannot. 
 
1. The Spirit is what distinguishes the believer from the unbeliever.  
 
1 Cor 2:10-14 - but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the 
deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit 
within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have 
not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The man without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  NIV 
 
2. The Spirit is what marks the beginning of Christian life  
 
Gal 3:2-3 - I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the 
law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you 
now trying to attain your goal by human effort? NIV 

 
3. The Spirit above all is what makes a person a child of God  
 
Rom 8:14-17 - because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by 
him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. NIV 
 
1 Cor 7:17-24 - Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him 
and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man 
already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man 
uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts. 20 Each one should remain in 
the situation which he was in when God called him. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? 
Don't let it trouble you-although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when 
he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was 
called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, 
each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called him to.  NIV 
 



1. If the work of the Spirit appears to be the cause of disunity among some, it is not the 
Spirit’s fault.   

 
2. Unity is the result of our common life in the Spirit, not of our human endeavors.   


